[The ratio of protein and carbohydrate components of proteoglycans from normal and degenerative articular cartilage].
The protein/uronic acid ratio in monomers and aggregates of proteoglycans in the human articular cartilage is investigated. It is shown that for the first two hours of cartilage extraction by isotonic solution proteoglycans with the low concentration of chondroitin sulphate are mainly removed; in the process of the subsequent extraction proteoglycans with a large amount of chondroitin sulphate; the quantity of chondroitin sulphate in the molecule does not effect the ability of proteoglycans to aggregation. The protein/uronic acid ratio increases in cartilage proteoglycans with aging and in the process of cartilage degeneration due to a decrease in the amount of the carbohydrate part of the molecule.